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15-17, 1939. 


The Iowa Library Association will meet in Des Moines, October 
The Sunday opening is planned by the executive board 
to give opportunity for a leisurely start. The officers responsible for 
the plans for this Fiftieth Anniversary meeting are: 


Mae C. Anders, Des Moines, president 
Sadie Stevens, Carroll, first vice-president 

Marjorie Powers, Iowa Falls, second vice-president 
Cornelia Rhynsburger, Muscatine, secretary 

Irma W. Hopley, Fort Madison, treasurer 

Marian Williams, Maquoketa. registrar 


Members of executive board: 


Blanche A. Smith, Des Moines 

Eva T. Canon, Council Bluffs 

Lelia S. Wilson, Fairfield 

Edna Giesler, Davenport, ex officio 









































District Library Meetings 

An all time attendance record at the 
district library meetings was set this 
year, as librarians, trustees and friends 
of libraries turned out to attend the 
five meetings held at Iowa Falls, lowa 
City, Pella, Atlantic and Orange City. 
At Iowa City there was music by bands 
in abundance, the music festival oceur- 
ring on the same day as the library 
meeting. There were tulips blooming 
at Pella and Orange City, both places 
preparing for their annual tulip fes- 
tivals. An astonishing amount of in- 
dividuality was shown in the different 
meetings. A high degree of enthusiasm 
at the time and favorable comments 
since indicate that they were worth 
while. 


The Dubuque County bookmobile 
made the rounds and was the center 
of attraction each place. Catherine 
Seitz, librarian of the Dubuque County 
Library Association, explained the 
work of the assoeiation at all meetings 
with exception of Iowa City, where 
Mrs. Landgraf, president of the asso- 
ciation, was present and took part on 
the program. 

The new books, both adult and ju- 
venile recommended for _ purchase, 
were on display at each meeting. The 
book discussions were a valuable fea- 
ture of the programs. 

The burning question of best meth- 
ods of serving the rural people was 
discussed. At Iowa Falls Miss Bar- 
rette explained the economy plan used 
by some of the northern libraries. 
Hazel Thomas, County Superintendent 
of Cerro Gordo County, told of the in- 
spiration which added service had 
given to school reading. The famous 
Hardin County plan was discussed by 
May Hostetter of Eldora. At Iowa 
City Mr. Snider, County Superintend- 
ent of Johnson County, told of the 
great assistance which the Iowa City 
library has been to them. Mrs. H. J. 
Dane gave a spirited plea for more 
books for the farm home. A panel dis- 
cussion at Pella in which Helen Rex of 
Marshalltown, Mary Rex, a _ Dallas 
County farmer, and Frances Warner 
of Ames took part, was full of interest 
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to all. At Aflantic, Anna Driftmier of 
Clarinda told of the splendid service 
which Page County is receiving as a 
result of the plan which has long been 


in operation. Mrs. Helen Burgess of 
Onawa said that they had been so busy 
giving contract service in Monona 
County that. it had been impossible to 
find time to talk about it. Sadie Ste. 
vens of Carroll explained why it is 
wiser to serve larger units than coun- 
ties. She presented a reasonble argu- 
ment for regional service. Mrs. Adolph 
Schultz of Silver Cicy, and Mrs. Guy 
Summy of Crescent, spoke for the rural 
groups. 

At Orange City Mrs. Hornseth of 
Spirit Lake told of her success in ear- 
rying out Miss Warner’s plan for 
reaching rural groups, _ especially 
young people. Miss Pike told of the 
work which the Sioux City library is 
doing with smaller groups. ‘‘Eaeh 
community asks what they will get out 
of it when the matter of rural service 
is suggested.’’ Mrs. Carney Thompson 
of Paullina reported on her study of 
reading interests in her own county. 
She stated that $1.00 for a library card 
is not a deterrent when once the habit 
is established. The difficulty is to 
bring. about the right attitude toward 
such expenditure. 

Responsibility of the library trustee 
to his community, was the subject 
which came up for discussion at most 
of the meetings. Mrs. J. H. Graven of 
Greene suggested at Iowa Falls that 
the trustee should improve his indi- 
vidual education along library lines, 
keep in mind that the library board is 
entrusted with expenditure of public 
money, get more publicity for the li 
brary and remember always that the 
library should be truly democratic. 

Mrs. Neil Hammer of Newton led 4 
panel discussion at Pella with Mrs. M. 
F. Henderson of Indianola, Mrs. Effie 
Dahler and Frances Mason of Boone 
making valuable contributions. The 
talks by W. E. Irwin and Mrs. Jennie 
Gottsch of Shenandoah helped the At- 
lantie listeners to understand why the 
Shenandoah library maintains such 
high standards. 
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r of There were a few variations on the 
vice programs. Blanche Stewart of Water- 
loo talked about state and local ma- 


een terial for libraries at the northeast 
of meeting. She distributed a list of 
usy sources for such material. Mrs. Bray 
ona of Grinnell spoke on ‘‘ Periodicals on 
» to a limited budget,’’ and Mrs. Grinnell 
Ste- Willis of Fairfield talked about the 
Y ig Friends of the Library movement and 
un- the success which attended the week’s 
‘gu- emphasis on the Fairfield Library dur- 
Iph ing Book Week. 
yuy At Pella, Edith Sperry of the Des 
ral Moines Publie Librarv told about the 
place which music should have in a 
of library and some ideas which the Des 
a Moines Public Library has carried out 
for successfully in their music department. 
lly Jean Evans, reference librarian of the 
the Des Moines Public Library, discussed 
_ “Periodicals on a limited budget,”’ at 


ee the southwestern meeting. A carefully 
prepared list of magazines for various 


0 Me 
re budgets was distributed. Dr. Theodore 
| N. Lewis, Rabbi of the Mt. Sinai Tem- 
son -" “ . 
' ple of Sioux City and president of the 
0 ; ‘ 
ty library board, spoke on the subject, 
i “Some problems of Demoecracy’’ at 
. Orange City. 
bit 
ts The following chairmen were elected 
_ for next year: 


Northeast, May Hostetter 
Southeast, Elizabeth Lilly 
tee Central, Kathryn de Koning 


There were pleasant features in ad- 
dition to the professional stimulation 
which the program and contacts af- 
forded. All the libraries were scrubbed 
and shining for company inspection. 
The weather was perfect and flowers 
were in abundance. The Iowa Falls 
plan of meeting and eating at the 
church saved time and allowed oppor- 
tunity for more visiting. The after- 
noon meeting at Iowa City in the Old 
Capitol building was an aesthetic de- 
light. The lowa City Library Club 
served tea in the Ranney Library at 
the close of the afternoon program. 
The Duteh lunch and native costumes 
at Pella will be a memory long cher- 
ished. The waiving of entrance fee 
to the museum was an appreciated 
courtesy. A delightful tea was served 
at the Boorman home at the close of 
the Atlantic program. The new Mu- 
nicipal Building at Orange City 
proved a charming place for the meet- 
ing. Many visitors expressed a feel- 
ing of envy at seeing the delightful 
library quarters. 


Marjorie Donaldson, State WPA Su- 
pervisor, Catherine Seitz of Dubuque 
County, Mae C. Anders, president of 
the Iowa Library Association, and 
Blanche A. Smith, attended all the 
meetings. They are unanimous in say- 
ing that all were good and each one 




















ect Northwest, Mildred Pike different from the others. 
ost The attendance was as follows: 
of Librarians 
hat Libraries and Grand 
di- Place and District Represented Assistants Trustees Visitors Total 
es, Northwest—Orange City ..... 29 35 39 17 91 
| is Northeast—Iowa Falls ....... 32 65 41 17 123 
lie RUGERE—“EER oo deco edcedsaas 38 85 24 7 115 
li Southeast—lIowa City ....... 37 92 28 6 126 
I Southwest—Atlantie ......... 29 45 48 16 109 
the saiteen pean omnes cand 
140° 322 180 63 565 

la *Twenty-five libraries attended more than one meeting, 
M. aie Ee ore eo RET iy ROR 
Tie Books by Iowa Authors that I owe to librarians in many places 
ne We take great pride in the honor more than I can ever repay.’’ His 
‘he which has come to Frank Luther Mott opinion of our profession is expressed 
nie in the award of the Pulitzer prize for in the preface to the second volume of 
At- his three-volume ‘‘History of Ameri- his work. ‘‘Librarians are a most pa- 
he can magazines."’ Dr. Mott generously tient and long-suffering race: I never 
ch shares his honors with librarians in a cease to admire their devotion.’’ 

recent letter which says, ‘‘I must say Although intended for grade school 
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use, ‘‘Iowa new and old,’’ by John Ely 
Briggs, interests intelligent adults as 
well. 

Elizabeth Dean, author of ‘‘Murder 
is a collector’s item,’’ is a resident of 
Council Bluffs. 

Cedar Rapids is proud of one of its 
native sons, Paul Engle, whose latest 
book of poems, ‘‘Corn,’’ is receiving 
deservedly high praise by the critics. 

‘‘The friends,’” by James Norman 
Hall, is a poetical appreciation of Ed- 
win Arlington Robinson. To make this 
a genuine Iowa accomplishment, it is 
printed by thé Prairie Press at Musca- 
tine. 

Hawarden feels a special interest in 
the success of ‘‘Hope of Living,’’ by J. 
Hyatt Downing, a boyhood resident of 
the town. 

Herbert Krause, head of the English 
department at Augustana College, 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, was 
awarded the $1,000 prize by Friends 
of American Writers for his first novel, 
‘*Wind without rain.’’ The book, writ- 
ten for a Ph.D. thesis at the University 
of Iowa, in the minds of the club, 
‘shows the most originality of tech- 
nique and value as a piece of Ameri- 
eana.’’ 

Marjorie Medary of Waukon has 
published her fifth book, ‘‘Joan and 
the three deer,’’ a story of a little girl’s 
vacation on the island of Grand Manan 
in the Bay of Fundy. 

Dr. W. A. Rohlf, of Waverly, has 
written an autobiography, ‘‘Good 
morning, Doctor,’’ in which he reviews 
many of the incidents which have made 
up his professional life. 

**Practice in preschool education,’’ 
by Professor Ruth Updegraff and asso- 
ciates, has been included among the 
**Sixty educational books of 1938,’’ se- 
lected by the education department of 
Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, 
Maryland. 


Libraries and Taxes 
The following letter was sent to all 
librarians on May 20, 1939, when it 
was apparent that librarians had con- 
sidered their institutions exempt from 
the use tax. The attorney general’s 





office has stated that the fact that the 
library is supported by taxation is im- 


material. The only exemptions from 
the sales or use tax are for purchases 
made by institutions that are a braneh 
of the state government. 

‘To all librarians: Blanche A. 
Smith, Librarian of the Iowa State 
Traveling Library, has called our at- 
tention to the fact that the majority 
of librarians over the state are not 
aware of the possible tax liability of 
their library under the Iowa Personal 
Property Use Tax Law. In order that 
the various librarians may discharge 
their past tax liability under the Use 
Tax Law before it becomes larger, she 
has suggested that we notify each li- 
brarian direct regarding the tax fe 
quirements and furnish them with 
necessary tax return forms. 

The Personal Property Use Tax Law, 
a copy of which is enclosed herewith, 
imposes a tax of 2 per cent upon the 
use of all tangible personal property 
purchased for use in this state and 
upon which the Iowa Retail Sales Tax 
has not been paid. This tax would, 
therefore, apply to all of your out-of- 
state purchases of books, periodicals 
published by out-of-state publishers, 
library supplies and equipment, ete. 

Regarding the payment of this tax, 
the law first provides for the collection 
of the tax at the time of sale by all 
registered retailers in the same manner 
as the Retail Sales Tax is collected. 
If a tax of 2 per cent is added to your 
invoices, the tax should be paid to your 
supplier. In all eases where the tax 
is not paid to the supplier at the time 
of purchase, your library is responsible 
for reporting the purchase and remit- 
ting the tax thereon direct to the state. 
Use Tax returns are filed by quarterly 
periods upon the Consumers Use Tax 
return, Form No. 510, one copy of 
which is enclosed herewith. This form 
contains complete instructions for the 
reporting and remitting of taxes due. 

The Use Tax Law became effective 
April 16, 1937, and the tax would, 
therefore, be due on all out-of-state 
purchases made by your library sinee 
that date. In order that your Use Tax 
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account may be brought up-to-date 
with the minimum of inconvenience to 
you, it will be satisfactory for you to 
include all taxable purchases to March 
31, 1939, on the one tax return which 
is enclosed herewith, rather than to re- 
port this tax by quarterly periods as 
provided in the instructions. 

Inasmuch as we are informed that 
the majority of librarians were not fa- 
miliar with the provisions of the Use 
Tax Law or aware of its application 
to their purchases, the Commission will 
give careful consideration to the waiver 
of penalties provided by law for the 
late filing of tax returns in all cases 
where the tax due is now paid 
promptly. We, therefore, trust that 
you will file your tax return at the 
earliest possible date if any tax is dune 
from your library. 

Very truly yours, 
STATE TAX COMMISSION, 


Division of Retail Sales and Use Tax 
(Signed) J. C. TrncHer.’’ 


Personals 


Jean Bonner, who has taught Eng- 
lish in the Knoxville High School for 
several years, has resigned to enter the 
University of Illinois Library School 
in the fall. 

It was a source of satisfaction to the 
Jefferson people to learn that the Car- 
negie Endowment for the Advancement 
of International Peace saw fit to print 
excerpts from the letter which Nellie 
Hopper, their librarian, wrote in ac- 
knowledgment of the adult and juve- 
nile books which the library has re- 
ceived for their International Mind 
Aleove. In her letter Miss Hopper 
stated that it was ‘‘a weleome relief 
to read of work based on the assump- 
tion that international cooperation is 
in fact possible and that international 
understanding is of vital importance to 
millions of men and women regardless 
of race or creed or nationality.”’ 

Jeanne Hovey, assistant librarian in 
the Independence Public Library for 
the past four years, and Richard Mce- 
Gonigle were married on May 29, 1939. 
They will reside in Austin, Minnesota. 

Mrs. W. H. Hurley, librarian at Wap- 
ello, was seriously injured when the 


automobile which her husband was 
driving collided with a freight train 
in Muscatine May 5th. 

Jessie Jenks of Toledo has accepted 
a position in the State Library at 
Springfield, [linois. She will go from 
the Illinois College at Jacksonville 
where she has been librarian for sev- 
eral years. 

Clinton Rehling of Davenport, who 
is a Grinnell College graduate, was 
awarded the Harry I. Worth prize. 
This prize is given annually to the 
senior student who has collected the 
best personal library during his four 
years in college. 

Miss Robinson is planning to assume 
her old role as a traveling librarian. 
She starts for California with her sis- 
ter on June 14th. All best wishes for 
a happy journey and return of health 
go with her from her many Iowa 
friends. Her address is 1004 Magnolia 
Avenue, Ontario, California. 

Wallace B. Rogers, a former resident 
of Clinton, has been honored by having 
his portrait hung in the Loren Rogers 
Museum of Art in Laurel, Mississippi. 
Mr. Rogers’ interest in the Loren 
Rogers Library, a memorial to his only 
son, testifies to his belief that the best 
in art and literature should be avail- 
able to all the people. 

Forrest Spaulding, librarian of the 
Des Moines Public Library, has been 
elected to membership in the American 
Library Institute. The membership is 
limited to one hundred. 

Edna Van Syoc, who graduates from 
the University of Illinois Library 
School this month, has been elected to 
a library position at the University of 
Iowa. 

Dorothea Western, librarian at 
Thomas Jefferson High School, Council 
Bluffs, has resigned to accept a posi- 
tion in the township high school at 
Maywood, Illinois. Ruth Kraemer, who 
has been teacher-librarian at O’Neill 
for the last 12 years, will succeed Miss 
Western. 

Membership 
The following list includes names of 


Iowa Library Association members 
who have paid dues since publication of 
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All membership 
fees should be sent to the treasurer, 
Irma W. Hopley, Cattermole Memorial 
Library, Fort Madison, Iowa. 


the March Quarterly. 


Libraries 
Algona Iowa State College 
Allison Odebolt 
Belmond Onawa 
Cedar Rapids Parkersburg 
Charles City Storm Lake 
Council Bluffs Terril 
Glenwood Washington 
Iowa City Webster City 


Trustees 


MeNider, Mrs. C. H., Mason City 
Petersmeyer, A. C., Odebolt 
Spicer, Mrs. M., Red Oak 

Willis, Mrs. G., Fairfield 


Librarians 


Alderson, Bella, Creston 

Annis, Beth, Algona 

Bailey, Flora, Perry 

Baker, Mrs. Bertha, State Historical Library, 
Des Moines 

Bibbs, Sarah, Boone 

Birdsall, Mrs. Belle, Clarion 

Brown, C. H., State College 

Burgess, Mrs. H. A., Onawa 

Byers, Mrs. F. K., Charles City 

Canon, Eva, Council Bluffs 

Crosley, Charlotte E., Webster City 

Davis, Lucile, Spencer 

Denny, Eva G., Washington 

Dunean, Mrs. Laura, Albia 

Fensler, Bessie, Cherokee 

Gallanar, Irene, High School, Ottumwa 

Giesler, Edna, Davenport 

Gleason, Mrs. Elizabeth, Oelwein 

Gordon, Mrs. Jessie, Iowa City 

Haas, Mrs. Martha, Emmetsburg 

Hagey, Joanna, Cedar Rapids 

Halden, Mrs. W. R., Grundy Center 

Hansen, Grace, Odebolt 

Higbee, Dorothy, Cornel! College, Mount Ver- 
non 

Hostetter, J. May, Eldora 

Jay, M. Berdena, Shenandoah 

Kingsbury, Mary E., Hampton 

Koon, Margaret, High School, Mapleton 

Lindsay, Margaret E., Manchester 

Mayne, Emily, High School, Osceola 

Micklewait, Mrs. Anna, Glenwood 

Moffitt, Mrs. Max, Denison 

Neff, Grace, Cedar Falls 

Nelson, Gertrude, Audubon 

Paschal, Marian, Bedford 

Rex, Helen, Marshalltown 

Seitz, Catherine, Dubuque County Library 
Association 

Vetter, Mrs. Cornelia, Winterset 

Wallace, Mrs. J. E., Belmond 

Walpole, Elizabeth, Storm Lake 

Whiteomb, Metta, Marion 

Williams, Mrs. Marjorie, Walnut 





Staff 


Alden, Blanche, Shenandoah 
Allen, Lura, State College 
Anders, Mae, Des Moines 

Bestul, Valborg, Luther College, Decorah 
Bing, Melva, Oelwein 

Brown, Jane, Webster City 
Buettner, Meta, Burlington 
Crawford, Helen, State College 
Ebersole, Helen, Davenport 
Evans, Dorothy, Cedar Rapids 
Evans, Hazel, Cedar Rapids 
Fetty, Irene, State College 

Fox, Dorothea, Cedar Rapids 
Ginger, Ruth, State College 
Goldhor, Herbert, State College 
Greene, Doris, Council Bluffs 
Gregory, Avis, Mason City 
Grimsrud, Agnes, State College 
Hargrave, Victoria, State College 
Hilliard, Helen, Davenport 
Hodson, Elisabeth, Cedar Rapids 
Hurlbutt, Helen, State College 
Jones, Mrs. Ruth, Shenandoah 
Klein, Marcella, Cedar Rapids 
Knapp, Caroline, Burlington 
Lilly, Elizabeth, Burlington 
Lindee, Alice, Des Moines 
MeMurray, Jessie, Webster City 
Martin, Elizabeth, Davenport 
Oberheim, Grace, State College 
O’Donnell, Anna, Iowa City 
Roberts, Katherine, Davenport 
Schnizel, Elsie, Burlington 
Sperry, Edith, Des Moines 
Spicer, Thelma, Oelwein 

Stephen, Mrs. Grace, Washington 
Stevens, Helen, Boone 

Suomi, Emma, State College 
Taylor, Ruby, Cedar Rapids 
Treneman, Alice, Ottumwa 

Van Wormer, Grace, State University 
Wheeler, Ruth, State College 
White, Mrs. Z. Z., Storm Lake 
Williams, June, Wellman 
Wilson, E. H., State College 
Wimmersburger, Evelyn, State College 


Gleanings from Annual Reports 


Davenport is proud of the first im- 
crease of circulation since 1932, the 
465,909 books loaned in 1938 represent- 
ing a 9.7 per cent gain over the pre 
ceding year, the per capita cost being 
73 cents; every third person in Eldora 
is registered as a borrower and there 
are 707 rural borrowers; the 209,243 
books circulated by the Fort Dodge 
Publie Library represent 10 books per 
capita; Missouri Valley circulated 7 
books per capita; there are 55 per cent 
of the residents in Maquoketa who are 
registered borrowers at the library and 
the per capita circulation is 10; Mar- 
shalltown’s gain over the preceding 
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year was 11.081 per cent, circulating 
10 books per capita at a per capita 
cost of 6 1/3 cents per month; in Mus- 
catine 15 books were circulated per 
capita. The library support costs each 
resident of Muscatine 75 cents for a 
vear; New London doubled the number 
of books in the library in the first 
year's existence. The circulation of 
20,597 represents 15 books per capita; 
Red Oak reports a 25 per cent increase 
in circulation, a circulation of 8.5 books 
per capita costing 65 cents per capita; 
Sioux City reports that 79 per cent of 
the school population are registered 
borrowers at the library and that 217,- 
956 people visited the library during 
the year. 
Correction 

The author of ‘‘Dances of our pi- 
oneers’’ which appeared on the June 
list of recommended books should be 
Grace L. Ryan (not Rice). 


News From Iowa Libraries 


Ackley—Plans are under way for the 
erection of a $25,000 public library 
building. 

Algona—<A picture entitled ‘‘ Fishing 
Boats in San Pedro Harbor,’ has been 
presented to the Algona library by 
Mary Em Call, former Algonian. Miss 
Call, a prominent coast artist, is one 
of the art directors of the San Fran- 
eciseo fair. 

Allison — ‘‘In every wide-awake 
community there are groups who by 
the quiet but continued efforts of their 
members throughout the year contrib- 
ute materially toward the welfare of 
the community, but whom we all too 
often take for granted. It is well that 
we all make an opportunity now and 
then to express the appreciation which 
we feel to those persons. And this week, 
with the publication of a resume of the 
report from the library board, we think 
this is a good time for a word of thanks 
to its members. Started from seratch 
a few short years ago, the Allison li- 
brary has developed rapidly into one 
of which a town several times this size 
might well be proud. By simply imag- 
ining what a gap would be left in the 
lives of an enormous number of Allison 


residents, adult and school pupils, if the 
library ceased to exist tomorrow, we 
gain some idea of what it has contrib- 
uted to the enjoyment and education of 
persons in Allison and the surrounding 
territory. Much credit for the success 
of the library is due to the efforts of 
the members of board and of the libra- 
rian, and we believe the Tribune’s 
readers are glad to join us in saying 
‘thanks’ to them.’’—Allison Tribune, 
April 5, 1939. 

Alton—A three-tiered birthday cake 
with 16 candles was an attractive fea- 
ture at the Alton Women’s Club 
luncheon. 

Ames—The music building near the 
senior high school will serve as tem- 
porary quarters while the public li- 
brary is being remodeled and enlarged. 
About 2,000 books are being left in the 
elementary schools through the sum- 
mer. 

Arlington—A profit of $71.36 from 
rummage sales sponsored by the Tri- 
angle Club has been given to the li- 
brary. 

Bedford—tThe tile roof on the Bed- 
ford Public Library has been rebuilt. 
Inferior nails were used originally. 
These rusted, the tiles became mis- 
placed, and caused the roof to leak. 
In rebuilding the roof copper nails are 
being used. 

Belle Plaine—The Women’s Relief 
Corps presented a large bunting United 
States flag to the Belle Plaine Public 
Library. The old flag had been used 
until worn out. 

Boone—A special project, planned 
in the children’s room of the library, 
was carried out by Scout Troop 148, 
of which Henry Friedley is scoutmas- 
ter. The boys made personal visits to 
the homes of children who had library 
books that were long overdue. This 
project afforded the Scouts an oppor- 
tunity to do a real community service. 

Cedar Rapids—Edna Erickson gave 
a talk on library work as a vocation 
to a group of interested students at the 
Wilson High School. 

Marcella Klein was the speaker for 
the last meeting of the Arthur School 
P. T. A. Her subject was illustrators 
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of children’s books. Examples of the 
work of different artists were dis- 
played. 

A new library station was opened at 
the Quaker Oats plant in March. The 
books are available every Wednesday 
afternoon with Evelyn Zerzanek in 
charge. The table and book cases are 
near the exit used by the majority of 
the workers. : 

A new plan for publicity of the li- 
brary is being tried for a short time. 
Two members of the staff are responsi- 
bile for the bulletin boards and dis- 
plays in the adult department, and two 
others for the boys’ and girls’ library. 
Each committee is to serve one month. 

This library is cooperating in the 
cost accounting project that was 
started by the public library of Mont- 
clair, New Jersey. We are hoping for 
valuable data and suggestions as a re- 
sult of the local experiment and trust 
that the final results of the study will 
be useful to the profession. 

The children’s department of the 
main library and of the four sub- 
branches are to issue a newspaper ev- 
ery two weeks during vacation. 


The Junior League sponsored a 
Hobby Show in the art room. During 
the three days of the exhibit many 
people asked directions, showing it was 
their first visit to the library. 


Charles City—The art library given 
to the Charles City Publie Library by 
Arthur Mooney of New York City was 
opened to the public through a series 
of Art Forums sponsored by the art 
department of the schools, the Univer- 
sity Women, the Women’s Club, the 
‘board of trustees and the librarian, on 
Sunday afternoons during March and 
April. ‘‘Oxford Lectern Bible’’ was 
discussed by Mr. Clark, principal of 
the high school; ‘‘Art’’ by Aagot Loft- 
field and pupils of the high school art 
department; ‘‘Art of printing’’ by 
Loyd Benson and Verne L. Arhart; 
‘*Vatiean’’ by Sister M. Calasansious 
and pupils of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion Convent School art department. 

Mr. Mooney, whose philanthropic 
gifts to his boyhood town have made 
Charles City people art conscious, has 
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presented another valuable gift, con- 


sisting of etchings by 
Whistler, and Grant Wood. 

Clinton—lInstallation of a complete 
new heating and ventilation system for 
the Clinton Public Library is under 
way. The new equipment will replace 
30-year-old apparatus now being used 
and which long has been inefficient 
for the needs of the building. 

Corning—It was with a feeling of 
distinct loss that the board of trustees 
of the Corning Free Public Library ae- 
cepted the resignation of Mrs. C. E, 
Okey as president of the board. Mrs. 
Okey has served in that capacity since 
1924 and many years previously when 
she was vice-president during the ab- 
sence of the president, Mrs. Horace M. 
Towner. Mrs. Okey has served as a 
member of the board of trustees since 
July 1, 1903. 

Corydon—tThe P. T. A.’s gift of $50 
has been spent on books for children, 

Davenport—Elizabeth Hage, of Ma- 
delia, Minnesota, formerly librarian of 
the Leach Public Library in Wahpeton, 
North Dakota, is first assistant at the 
loan desk of the Davenport Publie Li- 
brary. She is a graduate of Carlton 
College and of the library school of 
the University of Wisconsin. 

An attractive display of books by the 
Prairie Press of Muscatine was ar- 
ranged in the public library the first 
week in May. 

Davenport’s new garden center, 
which is located in the old art gallery 
at the Davenport Public Library, was 
officially opened at the March meeting 
of the Tri-City Garden Club. 

DeWitt—tThe library has been redee- 
orated. New window shades, coat and 
hat racks and an electric clock are ad- 
ditional improvements. 

Dows—Mrs. A. E. Drury has been 
appointed librarian. 

Dubuque County Library Association 
—The Military School in Table Mound 


Rembrandt, 


township had a Valentine party for the 


county library. Money which would 
have been spent for valentines was 
turned over to Catherine Seitz for use 
of the Dubuque County Library Asso- 
ciation. 
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Essex—The new Essex library was 
officially opened April 22. Books are 
secured from the Shenandoah library. 
Some 500 others were donated by Es- 
sex residents. 

Exira—The remodeling of the inte- 
rior of the local library has been fin- 
ished. New shelves have been added 
and walls redecorated. 

Gilmore City—The library has re- 
ceived a gift of 350 books from Mrs. 
L. H. Van Alstine. This is the largest 
single donation that the library has re- 
ceived in its 18 months of existence 
and brings the total number of books 
to almost 2,400. In the future the pub- 
lie library will be supported by tax 
money. 

Gowrie—The library is occupying its 
new quarters in the new $15,000 town 
hall. 

Grant—The library was opened for 
public use April 25. Tea was served 
from two to five o’clock. 

Grundy Center— Books are being 
furnished by contract to Conrad. Their 
circulation is about 200 books a month. 


Hampton—The Hampton Publie Li- 
brary is offering their juvenile readers 
buttons saying, ‘‘I belong to the pub- 
lie library Reading Club,’’ purchased 
from Demeo Printing Company, and 
will give diplomas to children who read 
and report upon ten books suitable for 
grades and ages. The diplomas are de- 
eidedly attractive in two colors, red 
and black, signed by the president and 
sécretary of the board and the libra- 
rian, and having the child’s name and 
grade. The ladders idea used two years 
ago is being repeated. Ladders are in 
two colors, green and yellow, with the 
caption, ‘‘Start at the bottom of the 
ladder and work upward.’’ The ladder 
has room for 13 titles and will be 
posted in this library. There will be 
acontest between the yellow and green 
ladders. 


Harlan—Mrs. B. B. Griffiths thinks 
24 years is long enough to be on the 
library board. She resigned her office 
as secretary-treasurer of the Harlan 
Publie Library at the annual meeting 
in May. Since 1915 she has been untir- 
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ing in her efforts to keep alive library 
interests in the community. 

Indianola—Travel pamphlets, adver- 
tising the popular points of interest all 
over the United States and many for- 
eign lands, are on display at the city 
library. They were donated by Mrs. 
E. E. Shaw. 

Mrs. F. C. Sigler donated 15 garden 
books and two magazines to the War- 
ren County corner of the public library. 

Iowa City — State University — An 
Argus Microfilm reader has been in- 
stalled in the university library. It 
is kept in Macbride hall and is under 
the supervision of Irene Steidl, super- 
intendent of the main circulation de- 
partment of the library. The reader 
is for the use of graduate students and 
faculty. 

Mrs. Lillian A. Curry, who has had 
experience in Akron, Ohio, and in the 
publie library of Ft. Collins, Colorado, 
succeeded Mrs. Marjorie Lincoln as 
stenographer in the catalogue depart- 
ment of the University libraries on 
April 1. Mrs. Lincoln resigned to make 
her home in Des Moines. 


Keokuk—A check from the late 
Frank Knight for $1,000 has been 
turned over to the library board by 
J. D. Ecker, administrator of the estate 
of Mr. Knight. It is planned to use 
part of the money to fit up a special 
children’s room in the local library. 
The gift comes to the public library 
with no strings attached, simply to be 
used for whatever purpose the library 
board sees best, and was left by Mr. 
Knight out of his interest in children 
and books. 

Lake Park—The library board of the 
Lake Park Women’s Club has elected 
Leona Crissey librarian to succeed Mrs. 
P. J. Ziehr. Mrs. Ziehr served as li- 
brarian eight years and assisted Emma 
Jacobsen two years. 

Larchwood—The sum of $200 has 
been allocated for remodeling the li- 
brary building. 

LeMars—When Western Union Col- 
lege builds the new gymnasium, the 
present building will be converted into 
a modern library. 

The P. T. A. has started a book shelf 























in the library. Each year one book 
will be added to the collection. 

A new steel filing cabinet has been 
purchased for pamphlets and a set of 
shelves has also been added. 

Libertyville—The Nellie Davis Pub- 
lie Library of Libertyville, which was 
opened in November, has been appreci- 
ated and enjoyed by both the young 
and old people of the community. The 
library has grown from a few books to 
700 which are loaned for two weeks. 


Livermore—The explosion of the oil 
stove necessitated a complete renova- 
tion of books and interior of the li- 
brary. 

Manchester — ‘‘Manchester, Iowa, 
February 11, 1939. To the Secretary 
of the Library Board. Dear Madam: 
Enclosed you will find four dollars and 
twenty-five cents in cash which we wish 
to give to the library board to buy some 
books for the library or any other way 
which you see fit. We are sorry we 
have not more money to give you but 
there are only five of us in our club. 
If we can be of service to you in any 
other way, please let us know. Respect- 
fully yours, THE PURPLE VIGI- 
LANTES—George Stevens, president ; 
Wayne Birkland, secretary; Patrick 
Delaney, treasurer; Joy Moser, ser- 
geant-at-arms; and Junior Jenkins, 
program manager.’’ The ‘‘Purple Vigi- 
lantes,’’ a club of five civic-minded 
boys of the ages of eleven and twelve, 
held a candy sale to raise this money, 
after hearing that the library fund was 
running low. 

Manning—The Manning Public Li- 
brary invited the general public to an 
open house on March 1, 1939, to cele- 
brate the tenth anniversary of its 
founding. Appreciation was expressed 
to the individuals and organizations 
who have made contributions to its 
success. 

Maquoketa—tThe first group of books 
purchased with the $100 Memorial 
Fund from Francelia J. Loose, given by 
Dr. D. N. Loose, have been put into 
circulation. 

town—Any boy or girl who 
is not a resident of Marshalltown may 
receive books from the public library 


at a rate of 5 cents per book this sum. 
mer. After they have read seven books 
their names will be placed on a map in 
the lobby of the library. Especially 
recommended reading is ‘‘A trip to 
San Francisco and the New York 
World Fairs.’’ 

Mason City—The cornerstone of Ma. 
son City’s new $308,000 public library 
was laid with brief ceremonies May 
14. Brief talks were given by Mayor 
R. E. Pauley and Mrs. C. S. MeNider, 
president of the board of trustees of 
the library. The site on which the 
building is being erected was donated 
to the city by Mrs. MeNider and her 
son, Col. Hanford MeNider. 

Under the new vacation plan, Mason 
City borrowers and persons holding $2 
registration cards can check out ten 
books until September 1. Borrowers 
ean take four fiction and six nonfiction 
in one set of books. The books are sub- 
ject to call if another person requests 
them. 

Milford—The new $20,000 municipal 
building, to be completed July 15, will 
accommodate the library. 

Mount Ayr—tThe library has discon- 
tinued its reserve system. The only ex- 
ception will be club program material. 
It is hoped that this will result in bet- 
ter service for a greater number of 
patrons. 

Moville—The Women’s Club cele 
brated the opening of the library in its 
new quarters at the town hall with a 
program and tea. Mildred Pike, libra- 
rian at Sioux City, spoke. 

Nashua—The Emanon Club gave $5 
to the public library to be used for 
books. 

Nevada—The Wa Tan Ye Club has 
donated $50 to the library for the pur 
chase of books. 

The will of Mrs. Mabel Gates-Wads 
worth provides that at the death of her 
husband $150 will be paid annually to 
the Nevada Publie Library. 

North English—Annual tag day for 
the benefit of the library was very sue 
cessful, amounting to $25. 

Odebolt—The Ann Justis Chapter of 
the D. A. R. presented $25 to the lt 
brary to use for new books. 
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Oelwein—The library building has 
been entirely redecorated, some repairs 
made, a new reading table and chairs 
added to the juvenile room, and the 
exterior of the building painted. 


Olin—The small collection of do- 
nated books, with which the American 
Legion Auxiliary started library serv- 
ice to Olin three years ago, has grown 
until there are now 800 books. These 
are supplemented by Traveling Library 
books and by the local rental collection. 

The nine women’s clubs, Eastern 
Star and Masonic Order have contrib- 
uted money and time to make the li- 
brary a success. 

Ottumwa—Beginning June 7 the li- 
brary will be open each Wednesday 
and in the fall Sunday afternoons will 
be added to the schedule. The board 
restored 10 per cent of the 20 per cent 
wage cut suffered by the library staff 
in 1933, or approximately one-half. In 
addition, all assistants who have been 
on part-time basis since 1933 will be 
put on full-time basis. The staff will 
be one short of the 1933 strength. One 
of the assistants has been married and 
her post left unfilled. 

Pomeroy — The Pomeroy Garden 
Club cleared and hauled away the rub- 
bish from the town librarv grounds 
the local draymen offering their serv- 
ices. The ground was plowed and 
planted to white clover and blue grass 
and shrubs will be planted later. 

Postville—Two boxes of books re- 
ceived by the publie library testify to 
the fact that Dr. John R. Mott does 
not forget his home town. 

Reinbeck—A gift of $50 has been 
received by both the public library and 
the high school of Reinbeck, to be ex- 
pended in purchase of books for the 
community. This came from Lawrence 
Meissner, of Portland, Oregon, in mem- 
ory of recently deceased relatives who 
formerly lived in Reinbeck. 

Royal—The newly appointed library 
board has made a contract with the 
Spencer Public Library. They will 
have 30 books at a time to be ex- 
changed every three months. 

Scott County—The Scott County 
Rural Young People, under the diree- 
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tion of their president, Marie Schlap- 
kohl, of Waleott, have set $500 as the 
sum which they wish to collect and 
spend for books for rural schocl pupils 
of the county. The books will be kept 
in the County Superintendent's office 
where they may be borrowed by teach- 
ers. The Women’s Farm Bureau Club, 
of Winfield Township, pledged their 
support to the project. 


Sheldon — The Sheldon Women’s 
Club made plans for purchasing and 
planting two beautiful Colorado blue 
spruce trees upon the library lawn this 
spring. 

Shenandoah—‘‘How much are the 
books in the Shenandoah Publie Li- 
brary worth? With the library 35 years 
old, thousands of books have been ac- 
cumulated and some worn out. About 
$1,000 worth are added each year, the 
total circulation for 1938-39 having 
reached the grand total of 101,753. But 
to go back to the question, what are 
the books worth? That is hard to tell 
because of the constantly changing 
value of the volumes which are now 
‘second-handed.’ The library staff car- 
ries the valuation of the inventory at 
$21,000. Their value is priceless in 
community good.’’—Shenandoah Sen- 
tinel, April 24, 1939. 

Sioux Center — A memorial book 
shelf has been established in the Sioux 
Center library by friends of the De- 
Ruyter family. Books have been placed 
there in memory of their son, Artie 
Jim. 

Sioux City—The North Branch li- 
brary celebrated its 10th anniversary 
with special book displays and activi- 
ties earried through the week. 

Spencer—Mrs. Randall Tuttle re- 
signed from the board of trustees of 
the Spencer Public Library March 1, 
1939, after 14 years of splendid serv- 
ice. Mrs. Wilson Cornwall was ap- 
pointed in her place. 

City—The Rev. A. Elza Grif- 
fith, of Cleveland, Ohio, has presented 
the library with two fine sets of books 
in memory of Dr. and Mrs. B. F. Allen 
who were pioneer residents. 

Sumner—The library is now located 























in attractive quarters in the new town 
hall. 

Wapello—The library is enjoying 
the results of several months’ work. 
Shelves have been painted and some 
new ones installed. Books have been 
organized for more efficient use. 

Waverly—For 25 cents the public li- 
brary will give summer library service 
to rural boys and girls now enrolled 
in Waverly’s public or _ parochial 
schools. Payment of this small fee will 
give these children the privilege of 
drawing books from the library during 
the summer months, a continuation of 
the privilege they enjoy free during 
the school year by virtue of their en- 
rollment in the Waverly schools. 

Webster City—More space for books 
will be provided with an upper tier of 
stacks built on the west half of the 
stack room. These stacks will have a 
steel floor and be built in sections. They 
will take care of 10,000 books. 

West Des Moines — Mrs. Loretta 
Shelton has been appointed librarian. 
The rooms formerly oceupied by the 
Commercial Club are now being used 
by the library. 

West Liberty—C. D. Thomsen’s class 
in manual training at the high school 
made a book table for the junior de- 
partment of the city library. 

Williamsburg— The New Century 
Club presented $5 to the library. 

Wilton Junction—‘‘Famed poetess 
Grace Noll Crowell, former Wilton 
resident, and American Mother of 1938, 
has remembered the Wilton Junction 
library with the presentation of a com- 
plete set of her volumes of poetry, all 
of which are autographed by Mrs. 
Crowell and bear messages to her 
friends and admirers in Wilton. The 
volume ‘Miss Humpety comes to tea’ 
bears the following greeting to its 
youthful readers: ‘For the children’s 
section of the Wilton library. Dear 
children: Here is Miss Humpety com- 
ing to have tea with you at your house. 
I hope you will find her good company. 
Sincerely, Grace Noll Crowell.’ ”’ 


Winfield—A picture of Mrs. Mary 


Mintrel, one of the first and the largest. 


donor to the library, has been framed 
and hung in the library. 


Wyoming—A 
January 28, 1939 through the efforts 
of Mrs. R. B. Pollock, wife of the prin 


library was 


opened 


cipal of the schools. Every organiza. 
tion in the community has made some 
contribution to the project. 


Necrology 


Mrs. W. J. Dennis, librarian at Tabor 
College, died October 25, 1938. Inter. 
ested in library work from her student 
assistant days in Des Moines College 
Library, Mrs. Dennis will be deeply 
missed in the college and community 
where her influence was felt in elub, 
church, and literary circles. 

The Oelwein Public Library lost a 
valuable member of the library board 
in the death of George W. Falk. He 
had been a trustee for many years and 
was treasurer at the time of his death 


Mabel E. Gridley, part time assistant 
at the Eldon Public Library, died April 
4, 1939, at Ottumwa after a short ill 
ness. She was reporter for Des Moines, 
Ottumwa and Davenport papers in ad- 
dition to her library work. Her loss 
is keenly felt by the community. 

Mrs. John D. Hacker, a member of 
the Leon library board for ten years, 
died January 3, 1939. Mrs. Frank d. 
Boies has been appointed in her place. 

The Ida Grove Public Library lost a 
valuable member of the board of trus 
tees in the death of John Moist, No 
vember 30, 1938. Reverend Wilber T. 
Swan has been appointed to fill the 
vacancy caused by Mr. Moist’s death. 

Rose A. O’Conner, for 20 years head 
of the hospital and institutional library 
department of Sioux City Publie le 
brary, died March 22, 1939, after @ 
four days’ illness of pneumonia. 
libraries in the city were closed until 
noon the day of her funeral. 

Mrs. H. V. Penniwell, who served #% 
library trustee in Leon for 20 years, 
died March 20, 1939. Her daughter, 
Mrs. M. C. Archibald, will take her 
place on the board. 

Librarians of Iowa share the deep 
feeling of loss in the passing of 
Ford Piper, for 35 years a teacher a 


the State University of Iowa. 
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Report of Iowa Library 
Association Committees, 
1938 

Annuities and Pension Committee 

The following information in regard 
to annuities and pensions was obtained 
this year. 

A. How many states have a pension 
law that includes Librarians? 

With the help of Lucile Peterson, of 
Estherville and 31 librarians in the dis- 
trict, letters were sent to all state libra- 
ries, or library commissions asking them 
if there was a law in their state provid- 
ing pensions and annuities that included 
librarians. 

No replies were received from 13 
states: Arkansas, Colorado, California, 
Connecticut, Delaware, Idaho, Maryland, 
Mississippi, Montana, Missouri, Rhode 
Island, South Carolina, and West Vir- 
ginia. 

Nineteen reported no _ legislation: 
Alabama, Arizona, Florida, lowa, Kan- 
sas, Louisiana, Maine, Nevada, New 
Hampshire, New Mexico, North Dakota, 
Oklahoma, Oregon, South Dakota, Ten- 
nessee, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, and 
Wyoming. 

Four are working for legislation: 
Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, and North 
Carolina. 

In 6 states there is no state legislation 
but some city systems. 

Georgia, the larger cities under laws 
providing for all city employees. 

Illinois, some cities under civil service, 
employees in library affected. 

Minnesota, St. Paul and Minneapolis 
have some sort of pension for city em- 
ployees. 

In Nebraska, Omaha has its own pen- 
sion system. 

In Washington, Seattle is under a city 
employee pension system. 

In Wisconsin, Milwaukee has a city 
system. 

Four other states have pension plans, 
which may sometime include librarians. 

Massachusetts, A retirement plan for 
state employees and many local retire- 
ment plans. 

Pennsylvania, Bill for state employees 
which includes state librarians. 

Texas, Librarians of state supported 
schools under Teachers’ Retirement Act. 
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New Jersey, Working for all munici- 
pal and county employees, including li- 
brary employees to get into the state 
retirement system. 

Two states do have legislation for 
librarians. 

New York, Public libraries are in- 
cluded in the state retirement system 
which includes all employees of a state 
and local system. 

Ohio, Since 1935, a state employee re- 
tirement scheme. Now includes coun- 
ty, municipal and public library em- 
ployees called the Public Employees 
Retirement System. Cost is shared by 
employees and employers. Library pays, 
this is part of the annual budget. 

B. What city employees in lowa re- 
cewe pensions? Could librarians be 
included, or are those benefited under 
civil service? 

Hazel Conway, of the Sioux City li- 
brary staff, looked up this information 
and sent in the following report: 

Policemen and firemen are the only 
city employees who have definite pen- 
sion laws. 

There seems to be no information on 
pensions for city employees, except 
policemen and firemen, even though they 
come under civil service. There are a 
couple of organizations of municipal 
officials in the state who are now work- 
ing along the line of civil service and 
pension systems, but nothing definite has 
been accomplished. But according to an 
article in ‘‘American Municipalities,’’ 
in answer to an inquiry as to whether 
or not librarians, assistants, or employees 
are included under the new civil service 
bill passed by the 47th General Assem- 
bly, librarians are not included. The 
article states, ‘‘the fact that appoint- 
ments and discharges are made by the 
library trustees without the requirement 
of approval or any action whatsoever by 
the mayor, department head, or city 
council, shows that the new civil service 
bill has no application to librarians, as- 
sistants, or employees. The manage- 
ment and control over libraries is solely 
in the hands of the trustees, and the 
mayor, department head and council 
have no authority to interfere there- 
with.”’ 

C. Would it be possible for librarians 




















to be included in the Teachers’ pension 
bill? 

Frances Carhart, Drake University 
staff, sent in the following report: 

**Publie school librarians would be 
eligible for annuities, or pensions under 
the new proposal, but more might be re- 
quired from them in the way of certifica- 
tion than at present. Requirements for 
certification not yet worked out. Public 
librarians would be covered only by a 
broader public employee bill and even 
then librarians in privately supported 
institutions would not be provided for. 
A. L. A. covers all.”’ 


D. Has lowa ever considered a pen- 
sion bill for its state employees? 

This question was referred to Mrs. 
Mabel Billingsley at Newton. She 
wrote, ‘‘There has never been agi- 
tated a bill for pensioning public em- 
ployees, I believe, except in the case of 
groups, such as teachers, firemen, civil 
service emplovees, ete.”’ 

The most important survey remains 
yet to be made, and that is: Do lowa 
librarians want an annuity and pension 
law? We are too small a group to seek 
a pension bill for ourselves, and our 
educational and professional qualifica- 
tions too varied to hope to be included, 
as a group, in the teachers’ bill. So, if 
we want annuities for ourselves, it would 
seem that the best way is to be on guard 
that we are included in any legislation 
for public employees. 

Haze. Conway, 

FRANCES CARHART, 

Mrs. Mase. BILLINGSLEY, 
Auice B. Srory, Chairman 


Central Depository Library Committee 


The committee has done the prelimi- 
nary work that was necessary before 
plans for a central book collection could 
be formulated. Practically all Iowa li- 
braries have been heard from and the 
books and magazines that the libraries 
would be willing to send to a central 
collection have been listed, and a copy 
sent to the Library Commission in Des 
Moines. 

A very good run of magazines pub- 
lished before 1900 could be assembled, 
and the committee suggests that this 
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phase of the work be given first atten. 
tion. 

Any library that has government 
documents that are not used, is asked to 
write to the State University at Iowa 
City, before disposing of them. The 
University has a long want list. 

Libraries are reminded that books sent 
to a central depository would be in the 
nature of a loan, and could be recalled 
at any time. The purpose of the collee. 
tion would be to relieve crowded shelves, 
to have complete runs of magazines 
available to all the smaller libraries, to 
make long sets of books seldom used, 
serve more than one library. 

If in the future space and funds are 
available, the committee feels that the 
plan could be worked out to the advan- 
tage of all the libraries. 

LetTHa Davipson 

May B. Ditcu 

Mare ANDERS 

Juuia Ropinson 

Eva T. Canon, Chairman 


Certification Board 


The certification committee has fune- 
tioned during the year as in the past, 
having issued 43 additional certificates 
as follows: 17 A grade, 12 B grade, 
6 C grade and 8 D grade, making a total 
of 228 certificates issued. There were 8 
renewals of Grade D, one-year certifi- 
eates which had expired, two receiving 
a higher grade. 

Anna JEAN EVANS 
Mary Be.tit NeETHERCUT 
Juuia A. Ropinson, Chairman 


Johnson Brigham Placque Award 

William J. Petersen, winner of the 
Johnson Brigham Placque Award, has 
had a life long interest in the Mississippi 
River. Born in Dubuque in 1901, he 
early became interested in the river with 
which his father had been connected for 
38 years through the Diamond Jo 
steamer line. 

The librarians in all the Iowa river 
towns, as well as their predecessors, were 
mentioned by Mr. Petersen as having 
contributed to the book in the material 
which they had preserved. ‘‘It was 
much more a matter of research than 
imagination’’ the author declared as he 
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told how he had devoted years to the 
assembling of his material, traveling 
95.000 miles, 20,000 of which he hiteh- 
hiked. 

His book, thus set apart for recogni- 
tion, has been described as ‘‘ probably 
the most comprehensive book that has 
yet appeared dealing with the upper 
Mississippi.’’ Charm of style, colorful 
description and comprehensive discus- 
sion of facts relating to the Mississippi 
were factors which influenced the com- 
mittee in its decision. 

The bronze placque, named in honor 
of Johnson Brigham, former state libra- 
rian of Iowa, is the work of Christian 
Peterson, lowa sculptor. Former win- 
ners of the award are: 

Johnson Brigham 1934 
Ruth Suckow 1935 
MacKinley Kantor 1936 


Membership Committee 

Membership in the Iowa Library As- 
sociation for 1938, as determined by the 
payment of annual dues, received from 
the first of January until the time of 
this meeting, numbers 257. The com- 
plete number including those who have 
paid at this convention will be given 
later by the Treasurer. These members 
are grouped as follows: 90 Libraries; 
17 Trustees ; 75 Librarians; and 76 Staff 
members. 

The present Committee built its work 
around the list of reasons for member- 
ship in the Iowa Library Association 
which were so well drawn up by the 
preceding committee. These reasons, six 
in number, bear repeating here: Mem- 
bership in the Iowa Library Association 
is a good investment because the Asso- 
ciation sponsors: 

1. State wide publicity and interest 
in libraries. 

2. Professional guidance through 
State and district meetings. 

3. Unification of the library move- 
ment in Iowa. 

4. Raising of professional standards 
through certification. 

5. Legislation which promotes and 
safeguards library interests. 

_6. An active interest in and coopera- 
tion with the American Library Associ- 
ation. 


A form letter embodying these argu- 
ments and urging payment of dues was 
sent to all libraries. To increase inter- 
est and to serve as a reminder, book 
marks which remained from a previous 
year were distributed with the letters. 
A satisfactory response to this letter was 
noted. 

The Committee believes that the 
printed lists of members which appear 
in the Jowa Library Quarterly furnish 
a very effective way to keep the question 
of membership before Iowa librarians. 
The form letter sent to all libraries is 
also a good stimulus to membership. In 
addition to these methods, the Commit- 
tee would like to suggest that a state- 
ment be sent by the Treasurer (or Secre- 
tary) to every member on January 1. 
In the bustle of our daily routines, we 
very easily overlook things which are 
not definitely called to our attention. 
The Committee has heard various com- 
ments to this effect and believes that 
such an appeal will not only be very 
much appreciated, but will also be highly 
productive of results. Such a procedure 
ean profitably be followed up with a 
general form letter patterned to stimu- 
late interest among potential new mem- 
bers. 

The Iowa Library Association is 
worthy of the support of every library 
and every librarian in the state. Since 
it is impossible for the Membership Com- 
mittee to reach every one personally, we 
urge each of you to accept the challenge 
to encourage your library associates to 
become members. 

EuizaBEeTH MARTIN 
Ruta PHt.uires 
Cuiarice Kriec, Chairman 


Publicity 

The publicity committee of the Iowa 
Library Association at Fort Dodge, 
October 12, 13, 14, 1938, had the most 
comprehensive and generous cooperation 
from the press. 

Miss Edith Pierce, chairman of local 
publicity in Fort Dodge, had things won- 
derfully organized for us. Our appreci- 
ation goes out to the Fort Dodge Mes- 
senger, the Des Moines Register, the 
Associated Press and other news services. 

In addition to generous announcement 
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to be included in the Teachers’ pension 
bill? 

Frances Carhart, Drake University 
staff, sent in the following report: 

‘*Publie school librarians would be 
eligible for annuities, or pensions under 
the new proposal, but more might be re- 
quired from them in the way of certifica- 
tion than at present. Requirements for 
certification not yet worked out. Public 
librarians would be covered only by a 
broader public employee bill and even 
then librarians in privately supported 
institutions would not be provided for. 
A. L. A. covers all.”’ 

D. Has lowa ever considered a pen- 
sion bill for its state employees? 

This question was referred to Mrs. 
Mabel Billingsley at Newton. She 
wrote, ‘‘There has never been agi- 
tated a bill for pensioning public em- 
ployees, I believe, except in the case of 
groups, such as teachers, firemen, civil 
service employees, ete.’’ 

The most important survey remains 
yet to be made, and that is: Do lowa 
librarians want an annuity and pension 
law? We are too small a group to seek 
a pension bill for ourselves, and our 
educational and professional qualifica- 
tions too varied to hope to be included, 
as a group, in the teachers’ bill. So, if 
we want annuities for ourselves, it would 
seem that the best way is to be on guard 
that we are included in any legislation 
for public employees. 

Haze. Conway, 

FRANCES CARHART, 

Mrs. Mase. BILLINGSLEY, 
Auice B. Story, Chairman 


Central Depository Library Committee 


The committee has done the prelimi- 
nary work that was necessary before 
plans for a central book collection could 
be formulated. Practically all Iowa li- 
braries have been heard from and the 
books and magazines that the libraries 
would be willing to send to a central 
collection have been listed, and a copy 
sent to the Library Commission in Des 
Moines. 

A very good run of magazines pub- 
lished before 1900 could be assembled, 
and the committee suggests that this 
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phase of the work be given first atten. 
tion. 

Any library that has government 
documents that are not used, is asked to 
write to the State University at lowa 
City, before disposing of them. The 
University has a long want list. 

Libraries are reminded that books sent 
to a central depository would be in the 
nature of a loan, and could be recalled 
at any time. The purpose of the collee- 
tion would be to relieve crowded shelves, 
to have complete runs of magazines 
available to all the smaller libraries, to 
make long sets of books seldom used, 
serve more than one library. 

If in the future space and funds are 
available, the committee feels that the 
plan could be worked out to the advan- 
tage of all the libraries. 

LetTHa DaviIpsON 

May B. Ditrcu 

Mar ANDERS 

JuuiA Ropinson 

Eva T. Canon, Chairman 
Certification Board 

The certification committee has fune- 
tioned during the year as in the past, 
having issued 43 additional certificates 
as follows: 17 A grade, 12 B grade, 
6 C grade and 8 D grade, making a total 
of 228 certificates issued. There were 8 
renewals of Grade D, one-year certifi- 
eates which had expired, two receiving 
a higher grade. 

ANNA JEAN EvANns 
Mary Be.tut NeEtHERCUT 
Juuia A. Roprnson, Chairman 


Johnson Brigham Placque Award 


William J. Petersen, winner of the 
Johnson Brigham Placque Award, has 
had a life long interest in the Mississippi 
River. Born in Dubuque in 1901, he 
early became interested in the river with 
which his father had been connected for 
38 years through the Diamond Jo 
steamer line. 

The librarians in all the Iowa river 
towns, as well as their predecessors, were 
mentioned by Mr. Petersen as having 
contributed to the book in the material 
which they had preserved. ‘‘It was 
much more a matter of research than 
imagination’’ the author declared as he 
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told how he had devoted years to the 
assembling of his material, traveling 
95,000 miles, 20,000 of which he hitch- 
hiked. 

His book, thus set apart for recogni- 
tion, has been described as ** probably 
the most comprehensive book that has 
yet appeared dealing with the upper 
Mississippi.’’ Charm of style, colorful 
description and comprehensive discus- 
sion of facts relating to the Mississippi 
were factors which influenced the com- 
mittee in its decision. 

The bronze placque, named in honor 
of Johnson Brigham, former state libra- 
rian of Iowa, is the work of Christian 
Peterson, lowa sculptor. Former win- 
ners of the award are: 


Johnson Brigham 1934 
Ruth Suckow 1935 
MacKinley Kantor 1936 


Membership Committee 

Membership in the Iowa Library As- 
sociation for 1938, as determined by the 
payment of annual dues, received from 
the first of January until the time of 
this meeting, numbers 257. The com- 
plete number including those who have 
paid at this convention will be given 
later by the Treasurer. These members 
are grouped as follows: 90 Libraries; 
17 Trustees; 75 Librarians; and 76 Staff 
members. 

The present Committee built its work 
around the list of reasons for member- 
ship in the Iowa Library Association 
which were so well drawn up by the 
preceding committee. These reasons, six 
in number, bear repeating here: Mem- 
bership in the Iowa Library Association 
is a good investment because the Asso- 
ciation sponsors: 

1. State wide publicity and interest 
in libraries. 

2. Professional guidance 
state and district meetings. 

3. Unification of the library move- 
ment in Iowa. 

4. Raising of professional standards 
through certification. 

5. Legislation which promotes and 
safeguards library interests. 

_6. An active interest in and coopera- 
tion with the American Library Associ- 
ation. 


through 


A form letter embodying these argu- 
ments and urging payment of dues was 


sent to all libraries. To increase inter- 
est and to serve as a reminder, book 
marks which remained from a previous 
year were distributed with the letters. 
A satisfactory response to this letter was 
noted. 

The Committee believes that the 
printed lists of members which appear 
in the Jowa Library Quarterly furnish 
a very effective way to keep the question 
of membership before Iowa librarians. 
The form letter sent to all libraries is 
also a good stimulus to membership. In 
addition to these methods, the Commit- 
tee would like to suggest that a state- 
ment be sent by the Treasurer (or Secre- 
tary) to every member on January 1. 
In the bustle of our daily routines, we 
very easily overlook things which are 
not definitely called to our attention. 
The Committee has heard various com- 
ments to this effect and believes that 
such an appeal will not only be very 
much appreciated, but will also be highly 
productive of results. Such a procedure 
ean profitably be followed up with a 
general form letter patterned to stimu- 
late interest among potential new mem- 
bers. 

The Iowa Library Association is 
worthy of the support of every library 
and every librarian in the state. Since 
it is impossible for the Membership Com- 
mittee to reach every one personally, we 
urge each of you to accept the challenge 
to encourage your library associates to 
become members. 

ELizaBETH MARTIN 
Ruta PHq.uips 
Cuiarice Kriec, Chairman 


Publicity 

The publicity committee of the Iowa 
Library Association at Fort Dodge, 
October 12, 13, 14, 1938, had the most 
comprehensive and generous cooperation 
from the press. 

Miss Edith Pierce, chairman of local 
publicity in Fort Dodge, had things won- 
derfully organized for us. Our appreci- 
ation goes out to the Fort Dodge Mes- 
senger, the Des Moines Register, the 
Associated Press and other news services. 

In addition to generous announcement 
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stories in the Messenger and the Des 
Moines Register each day’s program has 
been well covered. Special emphasis has 
been laid on rural extension this year. 
A bulletin board of news was maintained 
and progress of other states was shown 
in this manner. 

The entire state was reached with the 
announcement feature and _  photog- 
raphers were generous with cuts of the 
featured speakers. 

Mrs. Frep Wertz 
BLANCHE STEWART 
Mrs. EstHer Hueues, Chairman 


Subjects covered: 
Announcement 
Kuhn (talk) 
Harris (Rural extension) 
Spaulding (Federal Aid) 
Johnson Brigham Award 
Officers (new) 
Rural Extension 
Beauty contest 
Federal aid 
Sayre (Rural extension) 
Boynton (Best book ) 


Rural Library Facilities 

We Americans like to use superla- 
tives in describing our assets. We have 
the ‘‘biggest buildings,’’ the ‘‘ biggest 
corporations,’’ the ‘‘biggest parks.’’ 

And now it is being pointed out, with 
pride, that we have the ‘“‘biggest li- 
brary’’—the Library of Congress. It 
has shelf room for ten million books. 

Before we do much boasting about 
our Library of Congress, it might be 
well to survey some of our other li- 
brary facilities. We can’t find much 
basis for pride in the fact that eleven 
million rural children in this country 
are without library service. 


Legislation enacted by the Iowa gen- 
eral assembly which adjourned last 
week is expected to bring about an 
improvement in library service to rural 
Iowa. With 51 per cent of Iowa’s 
population (mostly rural) unserved by 
local free public libraries, there is room 
for improvement. 

This week—on May 4th—schools and 
educational organizations throughout 
the United States will observe the 
birthday of Horace Mann, the greatest 


pioneer figure in the history of this 
country 's* educational system. 

Just 100 years ago Mann, then see. 
retary of the board of education of 
Massachusetts, wrote his second annual 
report, now generally known as the 


school library report. It is regarded 
as one of the most important documents 
ever written on public education. 
‘*For the poor man and the laboring 
man, the art of printing seems hardly 
to have been discovered,’’ Mann wrote. 
One wonders what pungent comment 
Horace Mann would make were he to 
learn that today there are eleven mil- 
mion rural school children without 
books in the country he tried to edu- 
eate.—Courier, Waterloo, Iowa. 


Notice 
In order to be consistent with the 
form of report which is now being 
used, periodicals will be counted as 
nonfiction on the Iowa monthly report 
blanks. 


Wants 
The Council Bluffs library wishes to 
obtain copies of the following books, 
either by sale or exchange: 
‘* Fifty years in Iowa,’’ by J. M. D. Burrows 
**A life’s voyage,’’ by A. C. Fulton 
‘*Memories of frontier Iowa,’’ by G. C. Duf- 


field 
‘Sketches and anecdotes of the old settlers 


and neweomers’’ 

Inis I Smith, librarian at Simpson 
College, Indianola, Iowa, has the fol- 
lowing bound volumes in fair condition 
which she will be glad to give to some 
library that needs them: 
Century—Volume 26, 36, 38, 39, 40, 42, 43 
Forum—1897 and 1898 
Chautauquan—V olume 6, 9, 10, 11, 21, 22, 

24, 25 
Harper’s Magazine—Volume 87, 88, 89, 90, 91 
Methodist Review—Volume 67, 68 
Midland Monthly—1897 
Review of Reviews—Volume 12 

Anyone desiring the following maga- 
zines may have them for shipping 
charges. Write to Lora Shipley, Pub- 
lie Library, Sheldon, Iowa. 

Atlantic Monthly 

September 1920-June 1923 (bound) 

June 1923-date (unbound) 
Harpers 

September 1913-May 1923 (bound) 

June 1923-date (unbound) 
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